
Assigned to JUD                                     AS PASSED BY COW 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Third Legislature, First Regular Session 

 

AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1160 

 
driving violations; restricted licenses; penalties 

 

Purpose 

 

 Effective January 1, 2018, permits destination restrictions to be imposed on a person's 

license instead of suspension for specified traffic offenses and repeals the immobilization or 

impoundment requirement for driving on a suspended license. Reclassifies specified criminal 

misdemeanors as civil traffic violations.  

 

Background 

 

 More than 100,000 driver licenses are suspended annually in Arizona for failure to 

appear in court for a civil traffic ticket or for failure to make a payment on a payment plan for a 

civil penalty (Arizona Association of Counties). Currently, a person is eligible for a restricted 

driving permit in lieu of a suspension only if the person has been convicted of a DUI or an 

insurance law violation. Such a restriction permits a person to drive: 1) to and from work; 2) during 

work for business purposes; 3) to and from school; and 4) to and from the doctor. Additionally, if 

the license is suspended for a DUI, the person may drive: 1) to and from an alcohol treatment 

center; 2) to and from a probation officer's office; and 3) to and from an ignition interlock device 

service facility (Arizona Department of Transportation).  

 

A person who is caught driving on a suspended license is currently subject to having his or 

her vehicle immobilized or impounded and being charged with a class 1 misdemeanor. A person 

who is caught driving on a revoked license is still subject to immobilization or impoundment under 

this legislation (A.R.S. § 28-3511). 

 

 In 2016, the Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court established the Task Force on Fair 

Justice for All (Task Force) via administrative order. The order enumerated the Task Force's 

requirements, including to study and make recommendations related to court-ordered fines, 

penalties, fees and pretrial release policies. The Task Force recommended that: 1) suspending a 

driver license should be a sanction of last resort imposed only after other enforcement options have 

been considered; 2) the first offense of driving on a suspended license should be a civil violation 

rather than a criminal offense; and 3) courts should be authorized to impose restrictions on driving, 

such as "to and from work only," as an alternative to suspending a driver license altogether. 

 

 There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  

 

http://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/03511.htm
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Provisions 

Reclassification of offenses 

 

1. Reclassifies the offense of driving on a suspended license from a class 1 misdemeanor to a 

civil traffic violation if the person's driver license is suspended for failure to pay a monetary 

obligation or for failure to appear in court. 

 

2. Reclassifies the offenses of failure to have current registration on an out-of-state vehicle and 

failure to wear corrective lenses from class 2 misdemeanors to civil traffic violations. 

  

Driver license restrictions 

 

3. Permits the court to order a driver license restriction in lieu of a suspension for: 

a) nonpayment of a civil penalty; 

b) a person who appears in court for a traffic-related offense, but does not pay fees, surcharges 

or assessments; and 

c) a person's first violation of driving without insurance. 

 

4. Requires the court to order the person's license restricted until the person pays the civil 

penalties. Requires the court to notify the Arizona Motor Vehicle Division (MVD).  

 

5. Requires the MVD to restrict the person's license until the fines, surcharges and assessments 

are paid. 

 

6. Requires a person whose license is suspended due to lack of insurance to provide proof of 

insurance before the court may lift the suspension and impose a restriction. 

 

7. Defines the scope of the restriction placed on a person's driver license to include only driving 

as follows: 

a) between the person's residence and place of employment during specified periods of time 

while at employment; 

b) between the person's residence or place of employment and the person's school according 

to the person's employment or education schedule; 

c) between the person's residence, place of employment or school and the office of a health 

care professional; 

d) between the person's residence, place of employment or school and a screening, education 

or treatment facility for scheduled appointments;  

e) between the person's residence, place of employment or school and the office of the 

person's probation officer for scheduled appointments; 

f) between the person's residence, place of employment or school and a certified ignition 

interlock device service facility; and 

g) for the purpose of transporting a dependent person between the person's residence and the 

dependent person's work, school or the office of a health care professional. 

 

 

  

Impoundment 
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8. Removes the requirement that law enforcement immobilize or impound a vehicle if the officer 

determines that the person is driving on a suspended license.  

 

Miscellaneous 

 

9. Allows the court to order education or treatment for DUI convictions in lieu of community 

restitution. 

 

10. Limits mandatory license suspension or restriction to failure to appear after service of a 

criminal complaint. 

 

11. Makes conforming and technical changes. 

 

12. Becomes effective on January 1, 2018. 

 

Amendments Adopted by Committee 

 

 Makes a technical change. 

 

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 

 

1. Removes the ability of a person to have his or her license restricted for a second violation of 

failing to stop at a school bus. 

 

2. Makes a technical change. 

 

Senate Action 
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